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Understanding British law enforcement and legal rights
Have you ever watched a film or show about police in the UK?

Vocabulary Match

1. law enforcement 2. legal advice 3. justice system 4. press charges 5. trial 6. solicitor

__ court case __ legal process __ help from a lawyer __ policing __ accuse officially __ lawyer

Conversation

Layla and Omar discuss how the British police work. They talk about what happens when someone is
arrested and the rights people have in these situations.

Layla: Omar, I was watching a British drama, and it made me wonder—how does ____ work in the UK?
Omar: Good question. In the UK, the police are responsible for enforcing the law. If someone is

suspected of a crime, they can be arrested and questioned.
Layla: What happens after someone is arrested?
Omar: They have the right to remain silent and the right to speak to a ____, which is a type of lawyer. If

the case goes further, it may go to court.
Layla: Do people always have to go to court?
Omar: Not always. Sometimes the police decide not to ____. But if there's enough evidence, the case

might go to ____.
Layla: I see. So people have legal rights even when they're arrested?
Omar: Yes. Everyone has basic rights, like being treated fairly and having access to ____. It's an

important part of the ____.

Quiz
1. Who is responsible for enforcing the law in the UK?
2. What rights do people have when they are arrested?
3. What can happen if there is enough evidence against someone?
4. Do people always have to go to court after being arrested?

True or False
1. Layla was watching a British comedy. True | False
2. The police can decide not to press charges. True | False
3. Everyone has basic rights even when arrested. True | False

Discussion
1. What should you do if the police stop you on the street?
2. Do you know your rights if you are arrested in your country?
3. What kind of crimes do the police often deal with in your area?
4. Would you like to work in law or law enforcement? Why or why not?


