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Understanding British humour and sarcasm
Have you ever heard someone use sarcasm? (Yes, I have. I heard someone say...)

Vocabulary Match

1. understatement 2. irony 3. sarcasm 4. crucial 5. context 6. subtle

__ important __ quiet __ joking __ mild __ opposite __ situation

Conversation
Alice and Tom discuss the nuances of British humour, focusing on sarcasm, irony, and understatement in
social contexts.

Alice: British humour is quite unique, isn't it? It often relies on ____, which can be tricky to grasp at first.
Tom: Absolutely, it can be ____ and dry. Sometimes, I find myself wondering if someone is joking or

being serious.
Alice: Yes, exactly! It often involves saying the opposite of what you mean. It's like a playful way of

teasing.
Tom: True, and sometimes it involves ____. They might say, "It's a bit chilly," when it's freezing.
Alice: Right, and they often use ____. Like saying, "Oh, great!" when something bad happens. It's all in

the delivery.
Tom: Definitely! The tone and ____ are ____. Without them, it might come across as confusing or

even rude.
Alice: It's a fascinating aspect of their culture. Once you get the hang of it, it can be quite entertaining.
Tom: Indeed, and understanding it can really help in social situations. It shows you're in on the joke.

Quiz
1. What makes British humour unique?
2. What does Alice say British humour often relies on?
3. How does Tom describe British humour?
4. What is crucial for understanding sarcasm according to Tom?

True or False
1. Alice finds British humour boring. True | False
2. Tom thinks sarcasm is easy to understand. True | False
3. British humour often involves saying the opposite of what you mean. True | False

Discussion
1. What is your favorite joke or funny story?
2. Have you ever misunderstood a sarcastic comment?
3. Do you think sarcasm is funny or rude?
4. Can you think of a time when you used sarcasm?
5. What is a common joke or saying in your culture?


